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Published:  Friday, November 18, 1988
On Nov. 14 at the Organization of American States General Assembly in San Salvador, Secretary
of State George Shultz reiterated support for the Nicaraguan contras. He said that if George Bush's
administration puts greater emphasis on diplomatic solutions in Central America, it will be on
terms requiring substantial concessions from Nicaragua. "The time is right for a new diplomacy
a diplomacy based on democratic solidarity and on the aggressive advocacy of democracy by
democratic states," he said. "Sometimes it means going out on a limb to pressure nondemocratic
neighbors to open up...We need to confront these states with a diplomacy by democracies, for
democracy." At a news conference after the speech, he reiterated US support for the contras and
noted that President-elect Bush strongly supported their cause. He said, "We believe people who are
ready to fight for decency and freedom and justice in their own country deserve support. The kind
of diplomacy we are calling for is an expression of solidarity." En route to San Salvador, Shultz said
the contras are "part and parcel of the effort to bring about democracy in Nicaragua." Shultz's tone
indicated that the Reagan administration remains at odds with the dominant view in Latin America
that support of the contras constitutes intervention in the domestic affairs of a sovereign state and
thus contrary to the principles of the OAS. He disputed that view in his speech, saying: "I must be
frank. This organization has not always been out front on issues concerning democracy. Too often it
has been one step behind when it has needed to be one step ahead. As we challenge others to adopt
democracy, we need to hold them to their promises and commitments. "I need not remind members
of this organization that commitments to a `pluralistic' political system were made by Nicaragua to
this body as long ago as 1979. Those earliest commitments have not yet been fulfilled." (Basic data
from Washington Post, New York Times, 11/15/88)
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